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DARK HORSE BOOKS!“ 


INTRODUCTION 


sat down to write Killer Smile as an out-and-out suspense story. І enjoy thrillers. 

The late Roderick Thorp, whose book Nothing Lasts Forever became the film 
Die Hard, was a favorite of mine. It seemed to me І could do something in that 
vein with my characters: the ticking clock, dire jeopardy, quick changes of fortune, 
small acts having huge consequences. 


So І tried to fashion a fast-moving story, something Concrete is not exactly famous for. 
I planned it to be serialized in Dark Horse Presents, in eight-page increments, so if you read 
carefully, or just count, you can spot the cliffhangers that would've ended each chapter (at 
least in the early part of the story—I realized it was a miniseries some ways in). 


It surprised me how much I hated putting Larry through this trauma. For me, he 
symbolized the optimistic, clueless but happy-go-lucky part of myself that once 
saw the world full of possibilities only, not threats. By the end of Killer Smile, he's 
something quite different. І think everybody in the world goes on this journey. 
Trouble, disappointment, loss, terror come to even the most blessed of lives. We 
divorce and become addicted and lose children or the use of our legs. Living is 
hazardous! We just don't appreciate death's six-inch-away quality until we've lived 
awhile. In the beginning, it's all golden. 


The Adam and Eve story is the most famous formulation of this idea. 


In a way, I was making Larry more like Concrete. Concretes very starting point is 
trauma: kidnapped by aliens and transplanted into a new body, for crying out 
loud! And, as abused children learn to numb themselves and acquire a flat affect 
and the ability to go out-of-body in painful situations, well, Concrete is practically a 
walking lump of scar tissue. It was his invulnerability that made him so attractive 
as a vehicle for my imagination in the first place. I wouldn't like to be an ugly freak, 
but I wouldn't mind being free of pain and the threat of pain. 


Anyway, it was a wrench to kick dear Larry out of Eden and into the knife-edged 
world of Good and Evil. At the same time, it was guilty fun. Twisting a plot, laying 
on the pain, from bladder pressure to the thousand deaths of self-regard that Larry 
experiences, appealed to the devilish story god in me. I still smile to see that Larry's 
one moment of national fame involves taking a leak all over his tan pants. 


Were grouping stories thematically in these collections, so this ones heavy on 
crime and darkness. A few observations: 


"Under the Desert Stars" finds Concrete, with the slightest provocation, spinning 
a morbid fantasy and getting way ahead of himself with imagined trouble to come. 


This is one of my bad mental habits. 


“Visible Breath” was an attempt to write straight from the subconscious. The 
symbolism is ample (speaking of Eden), but it's not especially intentional. Even І 
dont know quite what this storys about. 


“The Four-Wheeled Sleeping Pill" makes me wonder why І haven't used Maureen 


as a protagonist in more stories. What's the matter with me? 


“King of the Early Evening” recycles some of my Halloween memories, fondly 
held, in a darker way. In a sense, its the Eden story again; innocent past, crueler 
present. Readers of Vonneguts Jailbird will know where І stole the title. 


“Enough World,” though touching on Concrete’s painful origin, is the one 
incongruently light story —if its even a story. І was asked to do a short introduction 
to Concrete for some giveaway comic, І think, and this pretty well sums up how І 
envisioned the series in the beginning: much globetrotting. І still havent taken 
Concrete up into the tundra, where Бед be immune to both winter's icy desolation 


and summer’s mosquito purgatory. Like the story says, though, there's time yet. 


“Family Night” echoes the famous beginning of a Sherlock Holmes story that 
reverberates in my mind whenever І travel through, or over, a city. If one could pry 
off all those roofs, what unspeakable dramas one would find. 


“American Christmas” was originally done for Mike Friedrich's Within Our Reach, 
a benefit anthology with a Christmas theme that raised money for AIDS charities 
and environmental charities. 


Probably the dumbest idea І ever had was to name, and number, my weird tale 
backup stories 100 Horrors. If I ever reach 100, ГЇЇ probably so shock myself that 
ГЇЇ die of a heart attack. Then again, maybe this series (for which І have a fat 
folder of plot outlines) will keep me alive like a Dorian Gray portrait until І paste 
the last “The End” on number 100, at age 126. Га die happy. 
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RICK HADN'T KNOWN 
IT, BUT РЕМ WAS A 
мок 


MON. 


IT WAS POSSIBLE 
ONLY BECAUSE АЗ 


7 


BEFORE LONG, RICK WAS, TOO. 
НЕ? NEVER BEEN ABLE TO JOIN 
ANY SORT OF ASSOCIATION. HE 
AMAZED HIMSELF. 


СЕР О 
FAMILY 


h 


THEN А PRUNK 


IT JUST FELT A JESUS PEN‘S BRAINS 
GOOP TO BE 
- ORLD WAS ACROSS THREE 


PARTOF 
SOMETHING 


THAT AND THE 
ANGEL PELIVERING 
TABLETS IN UP- 
STATE NEW YORK. 


INTERSTATE. ЖЕ 
SA ር ረ 
№ THAT WAS ABOUT 
IT РОК ANSWERS. 
j > £ 


u ጨመ 
7 


и 
ES 
Ра 


WHY WORSHIP А 
бор WHO WOULD 
ALLOW THIS? 


Ч ча‏ د 


BESIPES, HE НАРМ?Т 
KNOWN АМУВОР? 


ነ THERE ЕХСЕРТ РЕМ, 
REALLY. 
< 


ы ANP ANYWAY HE 
WAS LOOKING FOR 
E ANSWERS. 


ANY ANSWERS. 
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O, НЕ 
WAS TOTALLY SCREWED FROM 
THE BEGINNING, HE FIGUREP. 


БЫ ШЫЛА МҮК 


HIS FATHER PIEP IN AGONY. 
АСК мемт ски 


ANM 


ANOREXIC AND 
WOULP 
PROBABLY 

DIE FROM ІТ. 


ኣነ | 
ў , 


СОМСКЕТЕ! 
THEY JUST 
ОТ А 
HELICOPTER 
REPORT-- 


56 


7 


N 


< 


НЕ PRIFTEP INTO 
DOING ANGRY, PETTY 
STUFF THAT 
CULMINATED WITH 


TTLE 
DAMAGE, 3 
WITH_A PLEA 
BEHAVIOR, 
BICIE SERVER 


ONL 
TWO YEARS. 


НЕ"? BEEN OUT 
FOR SIX MONTHS. 


MELLE 


=> 


COULD 1 1 11111 2 12 
| 2 
WE N 2 ЯГ 
CARE UP Ss ٢ 
б» በ А: 
) ሠ ү 5 ha 2 ч 
Y PERHAPS Š | A : 
За I знецц? W | г. S لللنلنل‎ 
5% CALL Й 3 й THE CHOPPER 
QA THE GTO 4 А PILOT REPORT. 
ሠ 3) «Я 4# А NO BODIES 
ЕЎ A м | ж 
% í 4 
IN) | Е YOUR 2 j 
人 WEIGHT. 
Ч 


THE WRECK. 
OF COURSE, 
THAT'S NOT 
CONCLUSIVE. 


THAT'S 
HINKING! 
DO THAT, 
MAUREEN! 


THEN STICK لا‎ 
AROUND. I'LL PY 
WANT 
а POLICE ESCORT 
TO CLEAR 


HEY--THERE^S А BRUSH- 
FIRE STARTING АТ THE 
WRECK, THEY БАХ! 


MAYBE YOU 
SHOULD GIVE 
UP? 


58 


DESPITE HIS FEAR. THE PROXIMITY OF A 
LARRY FEELS THE HROOM MA CHECK FOR CAR 
г ЕТ А KEYS IN ALL THE 
USUAL PLACES. 


IT'S NEXT 
TO THE 
GARAGE. 


THOSE TWO COKES.\_/ г MEAN, 
YE TO 4 


І НА РЕЕ 
METH PAINFUL... 


I'LL STAND 
IN THE ROAD 
IF 工 FAMN 


PLEASE! 


THAT'S Six /ў ۳٧ 
TRUCKS THAT (7) AREN'T 
COULD’VE THEY 
TAKEN МЕ... J STOPPING? 
1 THOUGHT 
1 WAS 
ш/, Famous! 
И Ў = 
AÑ я 
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THERE'S 


4 HEY, LARRY! 
THERE'S MORE 
COKE IN HERE 
IF YOU 
WANT IT! 


АА 


IF RICK AND THIS GUY 
SHOOT IT OUT THERE'S 
ING TO 


се ТО ВЕ 
| || BLOODSHED. 


CAN І CONVINCE THI 
GUY I’M A HOSTAGE 


ም ከ < 
N U 223 


9% о ў 


RECORD OF‏ لا 

AND PROBABLY NOT (ШИШИ! PERSUASIVE- 
RICK‘S, THE WAY ESS 

THINGS ARE GOING. » TODAY, І 


< 
| SILENT AND 
\_ STAY ALIVE 


一 一 一 
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SORRY т TOOK 

SO LONG, BUT 

I REALLY HAD 
TO GO! 


LOOK, I'M N / I'LL PAY | IN I'LL PAY FIVE 
SORRY FOR IT, OF : HUNDRED, 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE. OR 4 ሀ PLUS WHATÉVER 
ВИМРЕК. š FOR THE 
BÚMPER. 


ALL 
RIGHT, A 
THOUSANP. 


IF YOU HAVE 
ANY РЕСЕМСХ 
AGREE. 


Au 


ВЕТТЕЕ THAN 
GETTING SOME 
LAIP! USE 2 
FOR Р 


GOTTA SORT_OUT 
THE VARIABLES, MAKE 
THIS COME OUT RIGHT. 


. 7 
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І HEAR 
SIRENS FROM 
МОКЕ ТНАМ 
ОМЕ 
PIRECTION. 


ж 3) 
" K he 


wu 


PERMISSION 
GRANTED. 
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RICK, YOU CAN'T SHAKE А HELI- 


RICK, І THINK THE HELICOPTER ^S 
Е COPTER. MAYBE YOU SHOULP-.- 
\ 


OLLOWING US. 


y RICK SEEMS 
| TO НАУЕ 


ІШ ГОМЕ IT. THE 
ME HELICOPTER 

f PRECIPITOUSLY 
235 иа 
Shoot! 


WITH A REVOLVER! 
NOT EVEN A RIFLE! J 


WHAT'S MORE. 
THERE 15 МО 
ENGINE 
SOUND... ONLY 
THE WHIPPING 
OF THE 
BLAPES. 
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НЕ HAS MISINTERPRETED 
THE EVENT. > 
ГА 


A 


CRASH? 
2 USUALLY NOT. BUT 
E 


PERHAPS 
BROUGHT ON 

ВУ THE EVASIVE 
MANEUVER, 


THAT 
PARKING 

rol. ABOUT ONCE А 
YEAR, ON AVERAGE- 


TEN 
O'CLOCK? 


THEY'RE GOING LOOK, RICK... I'M NO USE TO YOU ANY 
а | | / 2256 TR" 
LIKE RABIP Е 2 дацан м 

Роб - 


YOU'RE STILL THE AND BESIPES..- 

ONLY ONE ALIVE YOU'RE STILL 

WHO'S SEEN OUR VERY USEFUL 
TO ME- 


FACES, ГАК. Е Аў 


. ЖУ 200) OR 1 MIGHT 

IF Мот, MAYBE {А ./ ; | < 

т САМ BUST IN 14 yap 2 2 ым ЧЕМ 
AND ሠጋ | 

SOMETHING. 


С? 
THOUGH THER 
NO REASON TO 
THINK I'M ANY 


FRIGHTENING 


THAN POLICE 
WITH GUNS. 


SÁ 


N 
| 


THE СНОРРЕК FOLLOWER 


ЛІ 


# 


AE y 25 7 
ў a 
7 За 
4 < i 1 
ቂነ 
йл 


2 ምኑ ከዘራ. 92775: Z 


ЖУ 


А RI 
BEFORE IT CRASHEP. 


70 


PPRT) вит гг HAYE TO 


BEFORE НЕ САМ 
КЕАСТ.--АМР..- 


سا 
iD suco‏ 
HIM‏ 


: 


S 
NW AGAINST HIS WiLL, A 
š NN X N 0 PREVIOUS DILEMA 
NN ANN NNNEBW THOUGH NE 
SI ነ NS “ MELOPRAMATIC... 


--.BUT LESS --- SIX THEY CONTAIN WHILE LOOKING LIKE 
MICRODOTS AN ORDINARY LIFE 


SERIOUS. NAVEL 
ORANGES. М DETAILING THE | | SAVER, IT ACTUALLY 
ENTIRE CONTAINS A PRUG M 
RUSSIAN ABM | | THAT COMPLETELY MAY SPEND THE REST 
- SYSTEM. MASKS YOUR OF YOUR LIFE 
) IDENTITY-- EVEN TO BELIEVING YOU'RE A 
NOW YOURSELF-- МО YOUNG AMERICAN 
= KEEP MATTER HOW THEY МАМЕР LARRY MUNRO. 
=F THIS. TORTURE YOU. 
© 187 
ГА 
| Ч 
D == 4 
2 
0 се 


SOMEHOW НЕ СОТ SO 
INVOLVED ІМ THE GAME 
HE BEGAN TO 
RADIATE GUILT AND 
ANXLIETTY..- 


стэ 


FASTER. 
Д LARRY 


кАРО 


COLO 
BOULEVARD. 


ww 4 25 наме ОМ, 
SUSPECTS А \ 7 А 
FIRING а) ` 7 ТНЕМ. COMING! / 
OFFICERS. S AN RCE А. | 
: 2 au 


SATION. 


| His MAD IMPROYI 


CLOTHES MUFFLING 


THE SOUND. 


u 
т 
к 
4 
E 
34 
ш, 
x 
у 
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---ENOUGH THAT SHE COULD IGNORE 

THE RAPPING OF HER MOTHER'S 

CANE, CALLING_HER_TO RUN AN 
ERRAND. 


HER_POOR, 
РЕРЕАТЕГ?, 
ОВЕЗЕ, 
РІАВЕТІС 
MOTHER. 


THEN ONE DAY THERE WERE 
SCHEMES. HE 
ОКЕУЕК, 
EHIND $500 IN 
CASH AND $1000 IN 
UNPAID BILLS. 


| 7397 


FINALL IN HER JUNIOR 
AR Е GOT AN 


НЕ WASN'T A LOSER! 
SOMEWHERE, HE 


ONE PAY, EAGER TO | 
MAKE IT UP TO THEM. 


la, 
N zs 
NIN 17 


THE WAITRESSING WAS HARD, BUT 
SHE WAS YOUNG ANP COULD TAKE IT. 
THE RESTAURANT WAS OKAY. 


IT HAPN'T ALWAYS BEEN SO. HER MOTHER HAD 
ONCE BEEN VITAL AND BUSY, OFTEN CLEANING UP 
AFTER HER ርው 2 ال‎ ONCE THEY 


WE САМ GET THE WATER- || 


--- BUT ALWAYS 
AMUSEP BY THE 
NEXT ONE. 


72755) 


№ ^5 
AFTER THAT, EACH 
YEAR WAS WORSE, 
GRAYER. 
\ 


MORE АМР MORE, 
ТО ТНЕ С 
THINKING ONE 


BURNING 
THOUGHT OVER 
АМР OVER --- 


НЕ DID LIE А LOT. 
PLENTY OF BIG TALK. 
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aM, sie 
=>” T 
ITS 
BLOCKEP-- 


77 


HISTORIC 
SMASH-UP CAN 
OCCUR. 


So TOO, THE CAR 
CARRYING 

MAUREEN. RIMMER 
АМР MICHAELS. 


АМР THE TRUCK 
BEHIND, AS WELL. 


uo 


7777. 


SSIVE FORM LAUNCH 
ORWARD, AS A RESULT. 


NO... THEY 
PIP THEY TURNED INTO 


WHYS 
EVERYBODY SOMEHOW 


STOPPED? ET JUNKYARI? 
AWAY? THERE. 


4 
h 


EN 
4 


SIT TIGHT. 
HESE GUYS 
RE EXPERTS 
AT 
STAND-OFF 
SITUATIONS. 


T- BUT THINGS 
VE TOO MUCH 
NTUM FOR ME TO 


H Р 
ETOLE HIS GUN... 


በ 一 
t —— 


R 


0 اس‎ 
N 


S 1 
É 2 


I HAVE А GUN HE POESN'T Y 
KNOW ABOUT. 


p“ IF HIS ATTENTION 
IS PRAWN AWAY--- 


JESUS. АМ І GOING 
ТО ВЕ ABLE TO 
SHOOT THIS GUY? 


AND LS7/LL HAVE ТО 
EE! MORE THAN EVER! 


WAIT! 15 THAT 
SOUND WHAT 
I THINK 


HE'S 
STARTING 
LOSE IT-- 


1i NOT FOLICE 


= Ú 
Гуры” \ 


LARRY 15 HALF RIGHT. = 
155 A HELICOPTER, BUT Ze PA 


ዘ ТО PREVENT HIM FROM HEARING 
Nd т y CONCRETE'S ADMONITI ON- 


THE GUY IN 
THE GLASSES 


15 А 
HOSTAGE! 


Nor 


SURE THE 
BELE HEARS. nie 
ACKNOWLEPGMENT COMES. 


PERHAPS IT DOESN'T REALLY MATTER, CAT 
5 NG THE N CONCRETE HA 


KYRA,GET 
А КАС FOR 


ALL RIGHT. OUT OF THE 
CAR. LEAVE IT RUNNING. 


THAT'S N --- AND WHO KNOWS? 
PERFECT. 7 ае THINK WE“ FE GOING MAYBE WE'LL SINGE 
y OUT IN а BLAZE OF SOME COFS' 
ОРУ... EYEBROWS. 


83 


и 
ATTRACTIVE ІМ THE WAY 
IT RELIEVES ME OF 
RESPONSIBILITY 


COME OUT 
SLOWLY WITH 
HANPS UP! 


85 


STAY BACK. THERE \————/ SORRY. CONCRETE. 
MAY BE MORE ТНЕВЕ:5 NOTHING 
EXPLOSIONS..- АМУВОР-.. 


--- 
ሥ 


Z 


| И (а ` 
ا‎ ۷ ٢ 
1 
ail 

' A 0 


« 
اط : 


20, 


5 
< 


= ! 
4 Л ¿ У) 


N 
/ IN 


N 


(б 
Қ 
\ 
NN, 
0/7 
) 3 
^ 


2 | ا کے 
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ITS GONNA BE 


wAY! WE'RE 
PARTNERS, LAR! ~- لر ےم‎ WITH MY HANDS HERE, І 
У Е C? COULP GET THE GUN ОИТ..- 


N LATER VERSIONS, THIS 15 
HOW THE VIDEOTAPE OF THE 
INCIPENT APPEAREP. 


HERE 


DAMN! 
WE'VE BEEN 
БРОТТЕР! 


I'M BEYOND 
CARING--- 


WHEN CARRIED LIVE, OF 
COURSE, NO VIDEO MASKING 
COULP BE EMPLOYED. 


EVEN ዘደጸይ--- Ір- таа لسا‎ JUST LIKE 
THE CURSE | қ SHOOT: BEFORE! 
JERKOFFS! 


PANTS* 
OPERATES..- 


A 


+ Wen 


BUT THEY 
WILL SOON. 


X 70 OUR FEMALE READERS: HAVE A MALE EXPLAIN THIS TO YOU. 
88 


КН Д 


эо 


RICK'S 
RUNNING 
SCAREP..- 


--- AND 
CONCRETE'S 
HERE! 


| 
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DESCRIBE 
WHAT 
THEY’RE 
WEARING--- 


ANP GIVE 
ME YOUR 
WALKIE- 
TALKIE! 


THEY BOTH 
HAVE 
GLASSES! 


ES, 
OF 
“EM! 


THEY'RE BOTH WEARING GLASSES. THE ONE IN THE YELLOW 
SWEATER IS А HOSTAGE. REPEAT: YELLOW SWEATER 
15 THE HOSTAGE! PO NOT SHOOT HIM! 


/ di А ТАКЕ ОЕР 
ШТІ |. a 
4% ۷ 0 А 一 2 


RS 


L^: 下 


ኃጊ 


> 


WENT DOWN 
HERE. 


X 
2 
= 
F 
н 


“EM 
ТКАРРЕР. 


САМ_МАКЕ 
HIM SPEND 
SOME 
BULLETS. 


95 


e 


обор... Ж т CAN'T TAKE MOVE IT, LARRY. YOU 
THIS E eg 4 UNPRESS LIKE A 
IS /77 Ж REVEALING : 

2 THE GUN! N 


DM 


2 ҒА j 


ТНЕБЕ 
WAS A GUY 
BATHROOM. 


96 


THE SECRET 
15 NOT 


(i Z LOST ITI! MY ONLY 
AN т APVANTAGE! 
(IR С? 
24 


u ۵ 2 | 4 
Q \ BUT HE 
ነ | REALLY 15 
ነ AS READY 
? 72 DIES 
е Ú O 
о 


ሚኢ 


በ 


/ 


ሙሚ 


Т 
/A “Я 
1 GUESS you N | 
len WEL | 会 à 
a Э NW 
№ 1 
-i Ма 
= | | 
«і 


WR 4 
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99 


Ñ 


< 7-2 


ТОО 


THEN I 


WILL. 
SCOOP OUT 
YOUR EYES 

WITH_A 


FINGER- 


LARRY THERE 15 
MY BEST FRIEND 
IN THE WORLD. 


FAR WORSE 
THAN 
DYING. 


FIRST, L WILL TWIST OFF 
YOUR LOWER LEGS. JUST 
LIKE YO T 


WIS 
OFF А Er 
PRUMSTICK. 


THEN I'LL 
APPLY 
TOURNIQUETS 
WON'T PIE. 
ЖЕЙДЕ" 
ме ብ 


YOUR 
(6 FOREARMS- 
` “Ny 


W 
ў 
TWO MORE 

TOURNIQUETS. 


THEY'LL HAVE ТО 
РЕЕР YOU LIKE 
A BA 


THEN YOUR Br. 
то 


THEY'LL WIPE 


YOUR PIAPER 15 
YOU'LL’ JUST 
SIT IN IT. 


YOU WON'T 
EVEN BEABLE 
YOURSELF. 


PON'T THINK | 
I WOULDN'T 
РО IT. 


| 


НАР LARRY EVER 
SPOKEN OF ІТ, 
CONCRETE WOULP‘VE 
ASSURED HIM IT WAS 
UNPERSTANPABLE. 


+ 
SO WHAT IF RICK НАР SURRENPEREP? № 
HE'D THREATENED ር: LIFE ТОО ል 


MAN? TI መጋ 
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E BUT IT WAS NEYER SPOKEN 


N OF, THOUGH ON SOME LEVEL 
у тнай ай 


ІТ НАР HAPPENED. ONLY THE FACT THAT RICK HAD 
۷ 2-7 РИТ ON THE SAFETY SAVED HIM, 
THAT ANP LÄRRY‘S IGNORANCE 
OF FIREARMS. 


SO NO COMPLICATIONS 
. | GREW FROM THE ACT, 
/ AT LEAST NOT 
9 EXTERNALLY- 


УЙ ЖИШШ 
BUT LARRY WAS LEFT WITH 
4. y 4 STRANGE NEW KNOWLEDGE: 
bo HE'D TRIED ТО KILL A Y 
PEFENSELESS MAN. 
IM 


ОРТ — Tn 81 


JUST 
ONE MORE ЕС/ WHERE«S 


104 


PAIR ТЕ >= WW ҮК 


2 ፖር 


"Y 
5 


74 ١١ ጋ EX ከ ፇፇመሚኤ! 2) 
Va БС 


(728 v. ; 39 


AT THE TIME НЕ“? 

WONDERED IF 

ТНЕУ Р BEEN 

COMING FROM 
HIM. 


105 


THE NIGHTMARES КЕРТ COMING. 


THIS 
TIME 1745 
LOAPED. 


14 


| 


: Ny 
ER 


qu wy) 
E — 
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FEAR, FOR LARRY, WAS NOW А BIGGER FART OF 
THE UNIVERSE. HE'D ALWAYS THOUGHT, NO 
QUESTION, НЕР LIVE A ООР, LONG LIFE, LOVE 
A LOT OF WOMEN, WRITE GREAT THINGS. 


2 
کے 


PLAY CATCH-UP 
FOR THE NEX 
FEW YEARS. 


7-1 


PS 
| ٧ Ww 
Y 
MAYBE IT MEN Mm 
WOULD 
FOREVER. 


THAT НАР CHANGED. MAYBE THAT PRETTY GIRL ОМ 
THE STREET WASN'T А PROMISE OF AMOROUS 
APYENTURE. MAYBE SHE WAS WALKING PEATH. 


HE'D ALWAYS THOUGHT HE'D? ВЕ CLEVER AND 
BRAVE INA CRISIS. BUT NO; НЕ“? CALLEP IT 
WRONG EVERY TIME- 


MAYBE THIS 
WAS ALL 
MATURITY 
WAS. 


CHANGING YOUR 
OUTLOOK FROM 
LL THAT 


---ТО SEEING THE 
WEAK, VICIOUS 
LITTLE THING YOU 
REALLY ARE. 


222277 
THE BASTARP 
НАРЫ KILLED 
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Y 
SN ж 


e 


vou PROMISE NOW. | -(0-227 


Ж» 


ФУ, 


„ "Under theDeserr Sars” 


THE THIRSTY 


ROUGH 
SKIN. 


L 
А 


in ሽኔ 
------ 
zZGcD2 ——iO 


—— 
AAA 


— 
e 


Нр, 


e 
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STORY АМР ART 
©1986 
PAUL CHADWICK 


LETTERING: 
BILL SPICER 


e 


THE WATER 
SURROUNDING | ) 
(ጋ m 0 


0 © 
Ф о 


THE THRASHING, FEARLESS 
ROYALTY OF THE ANCIENT SEA, 
NOW LONG DETHRONED... 


OH, TO HAVE LIVED IN 

THOSE DAYS... TO HAVE 

SEEN THOSE THINGS! 
O 


DISTRACTION IS EVERY 
cj WRITER'S ЕМ д 


5 
ТШ 
M (118 
ЕЕ 0 ШИ 
ll 
= 


| | 


15 REQUIRED... پک‎ 


V C — Ў” 
WHEN TOO ACUTE, TOTAL EXCISION 
SOMETIMES OF WRITER FROM 
„Д RADICAL SURGERY № HIS DAILY LIFE... 
Y 


۸۷ 


1 5 11 МА 1 
У. 
ІШ 


y ያ 


/ 


г ኤ 


AND INTO THE NIGHT. FOR 

CONCRETE'S EYES ARE ADDING LIGHT- GATHERING 
; POWER TO THEIR HIGH 

RESOLUTION..- 


{9 
е: 


| 


ЕЙ | THEY DILATE ENORMOUSLY, 


TRANSPLANTATION 
TO NOWHERE. 


HE DUMPS IT AND 
DRIVES OFF. I'VE 
GOT HIS LICENSE 
PLATE, THOUGH. 
AND HIS FACE. 


101 Z 
ШИ», 
2%” 


OF COURSE, I'M 

NOT QUITE FREE 

OF HUMANITY. 
- 


ODD...HE'S 
一 PULLING 
f. OFF. 
- 


B THE POCKET 
WATCH ..- 


12:22! THAT'LL ВЕ 
IMPORTANT IN 


RECONSTRUCTING 上 


THE CRIME! 


EVENTUALLY 
I'LL BE ON THE 
WITNESS STAND, 
RECALLING 
EACH OF THESE 
FOOTSTEPS... 


ME?! WELL, 
LIKE IT OR 


every መጃ і , 
OBSERVATION... № SO, MR. CONCRETE; YOU SAY YOU 
С; хиа MEMORIZED THE FACE OF MY CLIENT, 


HOW? 
BINOCULARS? 
NIGHT VISION 

GOGGLES? 


» | 
іші 
ОЕ COULD READ А 
KANDOMLY CHOSEN 
NEWSPAPER PAGE 
IN A DARKENED 
ROOM. 


M 170 NOT MAKE A (PS 
BAD WITNESS. 4 
HARD ТО 
ІМТІМІРАТЕ,ТОО.); 
. d " 


Д 


AS THAT? 
WHAT DID THEY 
SAY? 


OF COURSE, 
1/0 ВЕ 
ALONE... 
. 2 © 


ALL 
I 


COUPLE GUYS... 
SUGGESTED..- 
YOU NOT 
TESTIFY--- 


AND HOW LONG WOULD THOSE 
SAVAGES’ MEMORIES ВЕ? WILL 
WE HAVE TO LIVE IN FEAR THE 
REST OF OUR LIVES? 

Ф . 


- 
е 
Ф, 
BECAUSE 


AW_A CAR 


5 
PULL OVER! 


TRUE, B COULE ET EVIL PASS BY, 
TURN AROUND ` مد" و‎ NMOL ESTED..- 
RIGHT | Now AND е. 


FORGET ALL THIS. n 


MAYBE ME...OR SHE... WAS A 65 

WITNESS WHO REFUSED ТО бі 5 SORRY, GUIGLEY, 

CLAM ЦР... А WHISTLE BLOWER .. ЛИ p BUT you u HA T 
Ник e” 


— 5 
е а ж 


STORY AND ART 
" ©1989 
PAUL CHADWICK Wa 


. o9 LETTERING: В NING 
BILL SPICER `: ass АНС: 

EDITOR: е . 4 
RANDY STRADLEY WES ም HOTCHKISS 


WHAT'S 
THE MATTER? MAUREEN TO SHARE A 


ARE THEY ROOM, TWO BEPS 
FULL? OR NO. 


quta E > / “Жж መረ 
N щат 


си 


DIPN'T 
че 
YA 


LOOK, IT'S SO LATE, AND_OUR 
OPTIONS IN A PLACE LIKE THIS 
ARE GOING TO BE SO LIMITED 
THAT YOU MAY AS WELL 
DROP ME OFF BEFORE 
YOU REGISTER. 


NEED SHELTER, 
AND THEY'RE 
PROBABLY RIGHT 
ABOUT WEAR 

AND TEAR. 


ALSO, GO AHEAD 
AND REGISTER AS 
MR. AND MRS. 


I WONPER IF AS UNCONSCIOUS OF 
PERHAPS THEY SEX AS MAUREEN 
Е SEEMS ТО BE 
ДЭМБ ር ДА 
7 N . 
ENOUGH WHEN RE 
THAT HUSBAND OF СЖ pivorce іс 
HERS SHOWED UP OFFICIAL YET. 
HAS IT 
BEEN A YEAR 
ALREADY? 


ANYWAY, 
THE CONTINUAL 5 
PROXIMITY, AND ЁЎ 
THE MONOTONY 
OF THIS TRIP, 
MUST CREATE A 
TEMPTATION. 


І SUPPOSE IT'S NONE OF MY BUSINESS, BUT І 
HOPE NOT. Іт COULD COMPLICATE THINGS 
FOR OUR LITTLE HOUSEHOLP. 


PARTICULARLY 
WHEN LARRY'S 
ROVING EYE IS 
FACTORED IN. 


` Е NIGHT IN ЖАР, А WIDE SKY, SAND AND 7 
FLATLAND. SCRUB, GRACELESS (Жа 
. x HUMAN STRUCTURES. : 
. E መ 


GOODNIGHT, 
моем. x 
. ወ: x 


A GLOBAL VILLAGE 
сі CUT HERE. 


NOT TOO STEADY OH. HE HAD THE ) І 
ON HIS ЕЕЕТ. WRONG ONE. 


7 | 


OH, LORPY. HE'S I HOPE HE'S DRUNK. 
DRUNK. HE'S MAYBE HE STOLE A 
GOING NUMBERLESS 
TO TEY THEM KEY. 
Li 


BETTER 
INTERVENE. 


120 


THESE EYES. 


j р 5 2 ў < — \ / : 2 am «3 ї 
I COULDN'T FEEL A PULSE IF I TRIED, WITH THESE ” АН. NEAR-MICROSCOPIC 
FINGERS. I CAN'T TELL IF HE^5 BREATHING. & SPITTLE --- HES 
مصضب سب‎ I ER BREATHING. LUCKY I HAVE 


“CONCRETE 
IN PEEPING 


TOM 
INCIDENT.” 


M GREAT. I NOT 
©} EXACTLY 
ШИ ANONYMOUS. 

ў Ы . е . 


WHY АМ І 
RUNNING? I'M Ca ЭЭС 


NOT 
GUILTY OF 
ANYTHING! 


`. 


HE'S GONE. DID 
SHE_TAKE_HIM IN? 
OR DID НЕ 

RUN AWAY, TOO? 


— г! 

9009 (Me A 
p OD PS а САУ N V 
AM 2», аза б | 4 ~ IW і 
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WHAT AM І GOING TO SAY IF № 
POLICE SHOW UP? THAT І 
« RAN AWAY QUT OF 5. 

EMBARRASSMENT? en 


ITS МАРРЕМ НС 
NOT KNOWING- 
= 


- 
ах 


"Он, YES. І 
HID ALL a 


NIGHT, Ч 
OFFICER.” 


` 


"WHY? WELL, I---“ 
YEAH, THAT'D ВЕ 
JUST LOVELY. 


NAKED. OH, FOR HEAVEN'S 
SAKE. 1м А GROWN МАМ. 
I SHOULDN’T 
BE SO MORTIFIED. 


NIGHT, I SUPPOSE... BUT 
THAT WOULD ONLY MAKE 
IT WORSE_IF THEY FIND 
ME IN THE MORNING. 


ES. си 


و 


MY GOD, А 
SNAKE! IT'S А 
SNAKES 


Y 
I'LL BET I'M WRITHING AGAINST THE STARS. MAGNIFICENT. 
THE ONLY ONE THEY SAY MEN USED TO THINK YOU WERE 
THE THIS НАЗ IMMORTAL, THE WAY YOU SHED YOUR SKIN 
MISSILE AFTER. HEAT EVER AND SEEM TO RENEW YOUR YOUTH. 
SEEKING... IT MUST HAVE HAPPENED 
THOUGHT MY MOUTH WAS то. 4 
A WARM CLEFT IN 55% 
THE ROCKS! 


А NATURAL CHOICE Ф Й 
FOR THE VILLAIN IN A Жа 
7 CREATION MYTH- 


ГА 
27227 
کر‎ 
| NP Se NS 3 _ 


К S 


NN ووک‎ 


Са дс 


SS 
N 


ў 
К> 
20 
LE 
ከ 
X 
8፻ 
< 
9 


I'D LOVE ТО BE 
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TE ASE 


—— Ss Fs 


ዎጮጅ-- 2 <=“ 7 Ж 


2 
لا‎ -. 
5 SS 


` 


EN 


№ س 
аў S WS‏ 


А THEY 
LEAVING7 
ся с? 
о - 


- о “Ха 


RE እ 
Ne | 
=) | 
МІ || 
š ይከ 


I'LL WAIT JUST А 
FEW MINUTES... 
سک‎ 
- 
5 - 


ЇЕ 
I'M LUCKY, 
I'LL NEVER 
KNOw, 
т GUESS. 
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1 
WE'LL STOP 
EARL 
TONIGHT, т 
PROMISE. 


ONCRETE AND DR. VONNEGUT 2 
STROLL NEAR HIS EAGLE ROCK, 
CALIFORNIA WAREHOUSE. 


ټپ ټپ 


"The FOURWHEELED 
77 Ein 


2 IT'S A 
REMARKABLE SUNSE 
AUREEN. 


PLACES STILL EXIST 
1 
IN THE L-A. AREA! / ANYWAY, AS І WAS 
7 / SAYING, WE MAY ВЕ BEING 
IRONICALLY TRUTHFUL IN 
PUTTING OUT THE STORY 
እ 
Ди 


STORY « ART 01986 

YOU, OF COURSE 1 PAUL CHADWICK 
‘ መ ይ. БЕРЕН LETTERING: 
AIN < ДШЪ == BILL SPICER 


I'VE SEEN RABBITS, 
COYOTES, EVEN 
DEER UP HERE. 


METAL AND 
INCORPORATE 
THEM INTO 
YOUR COATING 
JUST ISN'T 
EXPLICABLE 
By ANY 


KNOWN 
ORGANIC 
PROCESS! 41 


BUT THEN THERE'S THE_WAY I REMEMBER WAKING UP TO TH 
YOU WENT INTO THAT HEALING SIGHT OF YOUR SMILING FACE... 
COMA WHEN THEY BLEW 
APART YOUR LEG 一 AN 
UNMISTAKABLE ORGANIC 

STRESS RESPONSE. 


SAW YOUR LEG 


І WONDER IF I SHOULD CALL = ! та! LOOK OUT! 
THEY'RE NOT) | 


Й IN SOME OTHER SPECIALISTS J ; 
| LA TO STUDY YOU.-- Г: Lu А STOPPING! 


THEY'RE NOT А 
EVEN SLOWING 
DOWN STUPID, 
д RECKLESS... 


N 


S Ё 
THANK GOODNESS I РИТА 
THIS ІМ WHEN HIS LEG 
WAS BROKEN UP. 4 
5 


130 


APPARENTLY NOT. THERE WON'T BE ANY 

GOOD. THE CYBORG TRAFFIC— BUT THE 
STORY 15 LAME NEISHBORHOOD KIDS 

ON THEE BIKES MIGHT 


CIN CE nm 
HE'S SURELY NOT 50 N 
HURT AS HE WAS BEFORE. ВОРУ RESPONSE. 
THIS WAS NO GRENADE. — ^ 
е 8? 
е. I'VE GOT TO GET — 
BUT HE WAS ENTERED HIM AWAY QUIETLY, 
A SIMILAR COMA. THOUGH. سسوم‎ 
WHAT TO ро NOW? => 


4 Ї 
“Гоо. 25 5 : 1 
оу Ns ae А E x 
127208 XU AE 
= N, 4 CONCRETE, 
== sis PES THOUGH. 
| 1 == 


І HOPE WAIT——THOSE 
THAT'S WILL HELP! 
GOOD Сэ 


азр, (24) ፡ 
29:25, 2 

Rs :7 
А 
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WITH THE SUN 
DOWN, тнат (ጋር 
MIGHT РО ТНЕ 
TRICK. 1 
о 
е 
O 
мом/— то THE 
WAREHOUSE! 


o 
I'LL 
c/c c. 
LARRY!! 
o 


THE COAST 
CLEAR— THOUGH I 


BIKES HEADING BACK- 


THAT HIDES HIM, BUT 2 THOSE KIDS ARE JUMPING 
I 4۸/۰7 LIFT TWELVE መ НЕ HOLE І TOOK THE. 
" HUNDRED POUNDS 1 SAWHORSES FROM! 
INTO THE TRUCKS 2 


4 и “ተጀ 
EED— : РА 
BROKEN, BLEEDING ТЕН-УЕАК- De u Б үс 
OLD GATHERING А = = 4 


THAT'S ALL WEN 2 
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САМ YOU SEE CONCRETE 
FROM HERE? NOT 
REALLY... GOOD. 


ото- 
ST, 


WOULD YOU SELL PICTURES | 
OF...OH YLAN IF 


OR 
EXPLOITIV 


1.7 

A S^ 

OH? I THINK THE A 

0.5. GOVERNMENT'S Ул 

CYBORG PASSED || 2 
QUITE N 


ALL RIGHT--- 
\ HOW MUCH? 


IE 

CN : ы 

SAA 
ር ነ 


J ZWENTY— 
PERIOD! 


AND THEN_YOU 
CAN TAKE A 


| “ጋ FLYING (Such 
| З A POLITE” 
д. LITTLE BOY! 
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YES. FINE. YOU SAVED MY 


н 
GOODNESS LIFE BACK THERE, PROBABLY. 


YOU'RE ALL 
RIGHT! 


Hi, FOLKS. GOT VICTOR “LOCOBOY” FUENTE 
SOMEBODY WHO'D WAS FOUND SHOT TO DEATH 
LIKE TO MEET..- 
BOYS. TEN-YEAR-OLD 
MICHAEL FLORES... 


= SEEK. SOME OTHER DEALERS. 


POLICE WERE TIPPED 
ABOUT THE BODY BY AN MICHAEL SAYS 
ANONYMOUS CALLER- HE WANTS ТО ВЕ 
А PHOTO- 
JOURNALIST... 


IM 


ET 
DID HE TALK? DID vo SAY YOU'RE Waw 
КА, THEY BELIEVE HIM? ДА RIGHT, JERRY. \  - 
Ё е у 52 Е N 
ж = N D DAY FOR 


У... AND I'D SAY HE'S 
OFF ТО А GOOD 
START, WOULDN'T 
YOU, CHRISTINE? 


136 


ОН, CONCRETE'S AS 
MILD AS THEY COME. 
SOME PEOPLE 


CALL HIM 
“MARSHMALLOW.” 
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THE РКЕ51РЕМТ ANNOUNCED 
A THREE-FRONT ATTACK 
ON LIBYA TOPAY- 


HE ALSO GRANTED 
$50 
TO 


THE 
APPEAR.” 


DON'T WORRY AB 
Y BOSS. ST 


5 
PHYSICAL CONTACT, 
A SHARED SECRET, 
NTIMAC 
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WELL, YOU LOOK 
SN ۷ ВЕТТЕК ТНАМ 
RAISE THE A CONCRETE. 
RIGHT 2 
NOSTRIL- 


=> 


=a 
a 


GEE, IT'S EVEN 
— SErfER THAN 2 
EXPECTED! 


LARRY CONTINUES 

TO SHOW EXQUISITE 

TASTE IN WOMEN, 
I SEE. а 


50! 
HALLOWEEN! 4: 


THIS NIGHT 

WAS FULL OF 

MYSTERY; 
THEN- 


^ р, h / 
м С, : : ке 
S : t 4 \ ; 
з = GOBLINS IN THE 
> 5НКИВВЕКУ, ANP WH 
9), WOULD GET THE 
= MOST SUGARY 
LOOT. 


WE WERE TRICK-OR- 
TREATING ALONE -— 
IT WAS SAFE 
ENOUGH ТО РО, 
ТНЕМ: 


І РІРМ'Т 
SAY 

ANYTHING, 

THOUGH. 


EXCEPT_THE 
TIME SOME 
TEENAGERS 
SHOT DER A 
GUN. 


Е SAW А 
SATELLITE ARC 
ACROSS THE SKY 

THAT NIGHT. 


TOO_HAZY 
HERE IN 
А. TO 


L.A- 
SEE ONE. 


THE POLAGIS НАР 
THE BEST HALLOWEEN 
PARTIES. 1 REMEMBER 
THIS TUNNEL 
THEY МАРЕ QUT OF 
CARPBOARP BOXES- 
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KIPS WOULD 
SCREAM IN IT 
PARTWAY THROUGH 
TO SCARE THE 
ONES FOLLOWING 
THEM. 


EAUTIFUL. LOTS OF SILVER EMBER ONE TIME 

ЕКУ EUROPEAN LOOKING... AP THESE PAPER 
НА CROWN OF 7 PS WITH A 

NPLES. М WEEN LANPSCAPE 


2) | : WISH т 
4 m 7 


X 


BRAF BRAFA БАСТАР ARA AECA ACL 


АААА#/ 
WHATS 


Аў 


Var AA MAS. 
< ዲሁ 0 
2 


ў: \ 
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I'LL JUST 
Е ВЕА 
А MOMENT! 


LET ME TELL YOU ABOUT 


DON'T YOU WORR7--- 
C/MERE..-CONCRETE'S 1 EWAS 
TOUGH TO KILL. p R 
й 14 ሰኣ 


ТКАРРЕР 
Е 


1 НАРА ВП 
ТО РО WITH 
RESCUING 


HIM 
MYSELF... 
су 


RRRRRRRRRR 


“ула не IY тт 


- % Tan LÍ 
СТІСІІТТІТІГІ 2-222111) 41 
1 


1 aM = 24 ካነ 
١ ۷٧ || 
٨ NN 


3 БІН / WHAT HAPPENED? 
لم‎ WE HEARD FIRING-- 
< Ni ULP 


1 I 
А 
C > OBLE 
Л, ға " 
0 2 
N { A же. ٢ 
c ОТ EVEN KNOW аў) 
x T WAS ME. 2 ሯ О МОК 
سه‎ 2 2 277 --:ቁ 
2 5 2 22 Ж. E 
1 2 Ж - / 
E М < 1 Ж 4 4 1 
^. 5 ү 
“Я йс ۱ ХХ, 
| VIER 
7 
С 
27 


146 


Hl, REGINA. لا‎ LOOK, І НАУЕ 
T Á FAVOR TO 
ASK. 


Ñu oN 
! 
К 


EYERYGOZY-- 
ATTENTION, 
PLEASE! 


2 ба 
= 2 


ES 


ти”. Қы ыға 


NS 


= መረረ. መ ጋን 
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ITS GOOD POINTS, 
EVEN HE 
АРМІТТЕР. 


STRONG, TOUCH, 
INDEFATIGABLE. 


| PAUL CHADWICKS | 


R D 
WITLESS, 
HE THOUGHT. 


BUT HE GOT 
USEP TO IT 
IN TIME. 


--- THEN, THE 
RESULTS OFA 
ZRANSPFLANT... 


a መ 
57.2 
Y 


--- АМР A BIZARRE 
PROGRAM ОЕ 
TESTING, FOINTING 
TO ONE 
OYERRIPING 
NECESSITY 


кк 
WE HAVE KNOW 
WE'RE ON 
ESCAPE 1 
MICHAEL. ETA 


НЕ НАР A FOINT. BUT 

STILL, THEY TRIER 

AND КОМ, ATLEAST, 
SUCCEEDER 


WHAT HAPPENED TO 
MICHAEL, HE NEVER 
KNEW. 


--- РОК AS НЕ 
STUMBLED TO THE 
SHORE, ኩ፥ 


шээс - 


wr በይ ፡ 5 ال‎ - >P T T 7 J 


HE WAS FREE THIS HE PIP, ACCOMPANIED 


FOREVER, لتا‎ To ви: BY BIOLOGIST ЕЕ N 
YONNEGUT AND ДІР 


SEEMEP شک‎ MARRY MUNRO. 


THAT 
ВІОФКАРНІЕЗ 
WERE FOR 


PEAD 
PEOPLE. 


«а 
DINI 
im рр 
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РОМ”Т YOU HAVE А YOU CAN'T WRITE ABOUT THE 
PROBLEM, THOUGH? ВОКЕЗОМ FARM OR THE TRUE 
STORY OF DUKE'S 
THE GOVERNMENT “ASSASSIN”.- 
STILL WANTS A LID 
ON THE ALIENS... NOT_WITHOUT 
BEING NAMED AN 
ACCESSORY 
AFTER_THE 
FACT. 


YOU'RE 
RIGHT. 


YOU PIP BOOKS 
ON EVEREST АМ 


I GUESS I'LL 
JUST HAVE TO PO 
SOME MORE THINGS 

WORTH WRITING 

ABOUT. 


THERE'S 
TIME. 
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{т STARTED NOT ME, WITH 
WITH THE CAPITAL “ር 
CONCRETE. # ይህቸ ል CHUNK 
THAT FELL OFF 


wp’ A TRUCK. 


<” 


» 


AND IT'S 


HARD TO 
STARGAZE 
WHILE 
DRIYING. 


І MAY 
HAVE LEFT 
[ፒልፐ 


"YA | 


ш 
<a 
x 
ме 
ur 
E 
що 
сы 
о 
zu 
or 
OF 


WERE You 
DOING? 
I WAS 
REMOVING 
А DANGER- 


I'M TOUGH, 
THROUGH 


ረ 


E 
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IF АМУВОРУ WAS AMAZED TO 
Т ОНТ NOTICE: É RE РВЕТТУ BLASÉ 
" 2 
en | 


THE SHEER INCONVENIENCE 
OF YANDALIZING А CALL 
BOX MADE IT BIZARRE. 


UESS ANGELENOS 
BOUT CONCRETE. Шин AT LEA ST WHEN 


m EY RE MOVING 
= АТ 55 МРН. 


-..АНР, А THOUGHT І HAVE 
OFTEN, UNCOUNTED AND 
UNSEEN STORIES BEHIND 

UNDER ROOFS. 


1 BUT IT WAS 1 
SURPRISING MP 09967] COYOTE 
е = > ў | FAMILY. 
EEG ў P : 
за 
К 


L-A. IS A CITY BUILT ON ል DESERT, 
AND THEY'RE STILL НЕВЕ- 


SKUNKS AND SURVIVORS. 
RACCOONS, ቺ 
тое. : 


SUDDENLY MY 
WHE 


І FINALLY GAYE 
DARE MY 
PARENTS PAID 
FOR МУ BANC? 
UNIFORM. 


BELLY 
NI 


I-II ۳ 


I HATED 
ТНОЗЕ BARS, 
FULL ОЕ NUTS. 

BUT 1 STILL 
Nec] ATE THEM 
y لل‎ 
ATS 
: Ad 


all: 


4 


ШАУ тромт саке! 
i HAVE A L/FE/ 

SV NOT IF 1 SAY 

YOU DON'T! 


HOME TO AN EMPTY 


QUSE! I'LL TAKE 
THEM AND LEAYE, 
m І SWEAR! 


il 


NV 
SEWHERE- 


[E JUST LIKE IJ 


T BEFORE, ЕН? 
[ 


Y | But mr FEET WERE 


CEMENTED TO THE 
THRESHOLD. 
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NOBODY 


Me LEAVES ME. 


7277777228 
(27/74 
= SA | 


<} 


WHO'S THIS, 
ANOTHER OF YOUR 
BOYFRIENDS? 


LOOK, MAYBE 
YOU'D BETTER 
LEAVE AND 
LET THINGS 
COOL OFF. 


EFF 
га 


ТНЕ САУЕ ЕСТ, 
COPS СА т. 
(eae 


? 


NOT A LOT WHAT'S THE 
OF EGO PROBLEM 
STROKES 
THAT 


YOU GOING TO 
KILL YOUR W/FE 
IN FRONT 
ОЕ YOUR 
KIDS?! 


YOU DON'T WANT Y COOL ) — لش‎ 
НАТ. іт. 


NOTHING І MADE SORTING V SO ТНАТ'5 WHY 
VITAL HIT, MY CALLS THINGS OUT DIDN'T MAKE IT 
FORTUN- AFTER TOOK ALL LAS 

ATELY.. Т. EVENING- 


ў 22 ES 
##ሃሪ . 2 

WELL, IT WERTE 

SOUNDS LIKE ۸17 PE 
A MORE 

EXCITING 


HE'LL HAVE 

SOME THINKING 

TIME BEHIND 
BAR 


FAMILIES ARE 
OVERRATED. 


ESCAPING 

MINE WAS MY 
FIRST 

PRIORITY. 


FORTUNATELY, 
THEY CAN 


SHE 
WOULDN'T 
PRESS 
CHARGES. 


ANYWAY, AND 
I'LL TESTIFY. 


WOULDN'T 
GIYE ODDS THAT 

THAT FAMILY 
WILL TURN IT 

AROUND. 


E МУ 


OR SOME UNCLES 
TO PULL HIM OFF 
HER, ANYWAY. 


SIBLINGS? 


BUT REALLY, 
BURNE, DON'T YOU 
FEEL THAT LACK? 

BLOOD TIES ARE 
PRETTY BASIC... 


—< BURNE KLUGELHORN 15 MY WINDOW 
эгч ТО A LOST, SOFT-EDGED WORLD 
Www PAINTED BY LONG-DEAD ARTISTS. 


መ ANUA, 


araa ٧ 


IT COMFORTS 
ME LIKE 
NOTHING ELSE. 


FINALLY, МОТ А CREATURE 
STIRRING... AND WITH 
LARRY’S FAMILY, THAT'S 
AN ACCOMPLISHMENT! 

WHAT A CREW! 


--- SOMEHOW. 
SUGGESTING A 
LARGER_SCALE--- 
HUGE, GLOWING, 
SCIENCE FICTIONAL 
STRUCTURES 
IN SPACE--- 


AMERICAN 
CHRISTMAS кэрэ 
ee 


I CAN ALMOST SMEL 
THE FIR SCENT--- 
RESINOUS, PUNGENT. 


р 

GOOPNIGHT, 5 
ALIEN 

WORLDS. 


IN 


Ч 


Т 


"Ч 


DIDJA SEE HIM? SEEMS TO ME THE RULE 
SAYS YOU ONLY GET 
T TO OPEN YOUR 
WHAT'D HE STOCKING BEFORE 
BRING МЕТР BREAKFAST. 


BE REAL QUIET 
UP THERE 
Now. 


І LOVE ІТ. НЕ 
REALLY BELIEVES. 
WHAT A 


MAGICAL WORLD 
THIS MUST BE 
FOR HIM. 


OR PIP НЕ HAVE SOME SORT OF PORTABLE HOLE, 
ABLY THE LATTER, 
SINCE OUR HOUSE IN LAGUNA HAD NO 
а FIREPLACE. EE 


~ << GN 


መረር መ ም ፖፖ 
ያ ' 
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NOW I REMEMBER... І НАР А BOOK ABOUT А CHINESE MAN 

WHO COULD DRINK UP THE SEA SO HE COULD GATHER UP FISH.* 

SANTAS BAG MUST HAVE WORKED LIKE THAT, І DECIDED, 

HOLDING AS MUCH AS YOU PUT IN IT, EVEN IF IT WAS BIGGER 
THAN THE BAG. 


I REMEMBER 
IMAGINING SANTA 


NOT_NOTICING 
GIFTS SPILLING 


SHOWERS OF GIFTS 

OVER THE OCEAN, 

HURTLING OUT OF THE 
STARRY SKY..- 


ፔሠ 


---TO DRIFT DOWN 
NTO THE 
MIDNIGHT DEPTHS 
TO BE 
CARESSED Br 


SQUIDS AND 
LUMINESCENT 
FISH... 


ае O 
: J THE BEST PART OF CHILDHOOD CHRISTMAS ISN'T 1 
5 INDULGED ACQUISITIVENESS, BUT SPURRED IMAGINATION. 


.= کت په + 


Ж ZHE FIVE CHINESE BROTHERS, BY CLAIRE Н. BISHOP AND KURT WIESE. 
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THOUGHT I'D GET | ٧ THIS WAY I'LL ВЕ 
b BEFORE /ARMED UF 


EAKFAST. FOR THE 
p ^ TRADITIONAL 
GAME AT 
MUNRO FAMILY 
GATHERINGS. 


LARRY/S THE 


---ЫКЕ A BABY. 
7 


HOw'P UNDEFEATED 
YOU SLEEP, CHAMPION SLEEPER 
LARRY? IN THE 
FAMILY! 


STILL DEFENPING Х 
YOUR BIG 
BROTHER, ЗАМЕР 


а DON'T 
WORRY ABOUT 


ONLY AFTER I'D BEEN UP 
ALL NIGHT WRITING- 


I DON'T 
NOW 
WHAT HE 
WOULD'VE 
DONE IF 
НЕ НАРМ?Т-.- 


THREE SONS... THREE! AND NOT ONE NOT_A REA 
QW IN WITH THE OLD , RITER. 


YOU'RE NOTA 
REAL WRITER “TIL 
YOU'RE PUBLISHED. 


BY THAT STANDARD, KAFKA 
WASN'T A “REAL” WRITER 
1 UNTIL HE WAS 
LEA 


EVENTUALLY IT 15 TIME ТО 
OPEN GIFTS, AND JEREMY 
15 SO ENTHUSIASTIC THAT 
WHEN ALL OF HIS ARE 
OFENED НЕ 15 ASKED TO 
OPEN THOSE ОР 
OTHERS, AS WELL. 


т WOULDN’T НАУЕ 
E COULDN'T 
А 
THANK YOU 
FOR THAT WRITE. 


OGENT 
ЭР HE'S A 
LITERARY INDISPENSABLE 
DITOR 
AT THE VERY 
LEAST. 


HE'S MAKING 


SHE’LL DO 

A_BETTER 
JOB THAN ANY 
OF ZS WOULD. 


WILL 
EVERYBODY 
PLEASE EAT 
FASTER?! 


HMM --- WHERE 
13 THAT 

CHECK PAD 
GAVE ME? 


ANP SO THE LEAPING 
ECONOMIC 
INDICATORS ARE 
BOLSTERED FOR 

THE QUARTER. 


AFTERWARD, CONCRETE DECIDES 
TO STROLL THE NEIGHBORHOOP. 
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МОТ EXACTLY А STILL, 1 SEE 


EEN bof መ 
ооо THER THAT'S 
SOUTHERN RELATIVE ቻቸው 


CALIFORNIA WITH PEACE- THAT'S 
COZY SNOW- SOMETHING. 

COVERED 
HOUSES. 


ርጋ 


SOMETHING. 


Te. 一 一 


RITUALS 
ARE 
VALUABLE. THEY 
HELP_KEEP US 


DO THINGS 
WE'D NEVER 


AND EVEN IF THEY WERE 

SAFE THEY"? STILL ВЕ 
NOISY, FO 
HABITAT-MANGLING ېز‎ 


TOYS. 
7 
= 


АМ ATV--AND THE 
KID RIDING IT 

CAN'T BE OVER 
TWELVE. GREAT, 
JUST GREAT. 


АЕ а 
<= خو‎ ГЭЭ... 
MIS 


HE SEEMS 
TO 


DRIVEWAY 


NOT EVEN 
A HELMET! 


HAVEN’T 
THEY HEARD WHAT 
DEATH TRAPS THOSE 

THINGS ARE? THEY'VE 
HURT А HALF MILLION 
PEOPLE IN THE PAST 

EIGHT YEARS, I’VE READ. 


STEAK AND EGGNOG 
BY THE POOL..-A 
HOLIDAY CLASSIC. 
THEY’D BE 
SHOCKED. 


“ALMOST THREE 
HUNDRED PEOPLE 
WERE A/LLED ON 
THOSE THINGS 
LAST YEAR..." 


--- AND YOU 
SEND YOUR SON 
OUT ON ONE 
WITHOUT EVEN 
А HELMETS 


BELCHERS 
HAVE SUCH 
N на з” 
І OUGHT TO GO ^ 6 фа N | THAT IF YOU GET 
DOWN THERE [ DA уул BARELY OFF LEVEL 
AND_SAY A z А № THEY ROLL OVER 
THING OR TWO. | И LIKE SHOT роб! 


---ROLLING OVER 


AND 
SMASHING 


IMAGINE 
© 


THI 
HUNDREDS OF 
POUNPS OF 
NOISY METAL 


ROLLING OVER 
N_YOUR 


| 


er, > AU 
Ша 
ARAS ١۱ 


WE FIND IN 

FAVOR ОЕ THE 

PLAINTIFF, YOUR 
HONOR. 


YOU'LL 
ВЕ HEARING 
FROM МУ 


т 3 3 a Ж 
y о. M RAT UE 
s ode] P e, бо ря iai 


ye 
у Ур of py 
PP መሴ „Зея 5 ነቻ 
seth oa дийн 
ОТА ТАКТ OU SANE А 
ЕС “920, ۵۰ ሚሠ 0 CONCRETE? `” 


ДЕ | COULD >cu---couLP 
YOU TWO HELP 2 


ME үүт 
SOMETHING? 
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LYLE CHARLESTON WAS NEYER THE MOST DECISINE 
МАМ, BUT STILL NO ONE WAS PREPARED WHEN 
HIS AMBIVALENCE LITERALLY BROKE OUT ALL 

OVER IN THE FORM OF CONSCIOUS CARBUNCLES, 
EACH BEARING POOR LYLE'S FACIAL FEATURES. 


SADLY FOR LYLE, THEIR LINIFORM 
LIKENESSES BELIE THEIR MYRIAD, 
INDIVIDUAL VOICES-- QR PERHAPS 
THEY REPRESENT DIFFERENT ASPECTO 
OF HIS OWN, DIVIDED MIND... 


aen E PLURIBUS UNUM* LYLE! E 


I DON'T BUY 
THAT. BUT THERE 
ARE STILL 


IT ISN'T 
COMPLICATED Ч PLEASURES OPEN 
AT ALL - та US. FOOD. 
WE SHOULD ENTERTAIN- 
KILL OUR- AGES, LEPERS 
SELVES. WERE SEEN AS 15 М/Т ENOUGH 
MONEY IN THE 


BEING TESTED LET'S EAT 
OURSELVES TO 
DEATH IN 


FRONT ОР THE 


WORLD TO 
PAY A WOMAN 


YOU'RE 
MISDIRECTER 
THINK OF THE 
INTELLECTUAL 
BENEFIT WE COULD 
CONTRIBUTE TO 
THE WORLD. 


WHO 15 BETTER 
QUALIFIED TO 
EXAMINE ALL THE 


THAT45 ONE 
OPINION. 


МҸ | 


= уе отте 


NS ЖОЕ MANY, OWE. 
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FOR MOST 
FETUSES 
INDISTING 
RO 


UGLINESS IN A SMALL, HALF- 
FORMED Во?. 


A 


Une UL 
а 


A 


THIS UGLY BOY SAT, An 


።ወ 


ሥመ‏ په 


THE STONE UNDER 
HIS BUTTOCKS 


WAS HARD AND (|С 
UNCOMFORTABLE, 上 
BUT HE 
DIPN’T САКЕ. 


2 


7 


ЛА! پر‎ 


“индиан 
LOOKS ARE 
TRUTH: ў EVERYTHING. 


— a o" 
ም = 


НЕ HATED WITH 
THE PURE, 
GUILTLESS 
INTENSITY OF 
CHILDHOOD. 


WAA 


| HE 
| TRIEP. 


N 2 - : H ы Ы 
[EL алх 
| ነ | (И የ = 


ROCKS ARE THE 
BONES OF 
THE EARTH, НЕ 

ONCE READ. 


THAT DAY HE RAISED BONES 
WITH WHITE STRINGS ANI 
OF LIGHT AS A е 
PUPPETEER RAISES A - 
MARIONETTE FROM ITS : 
САЗЕ. 


Ат 
$2 Ж m 


” #⁄ 
MANS 
№ 
ОН, YES! 
ОН, РЕКЕЕСТ! 


А HALLOWEEN 
HORROR, 
ANIMATE 
AND 
MAGNIFIED! 


BIG ENOUGH FOR A 


Чи Не, 
- --- DEATH, 
ANP MISERY, | 
4 AND 
1 TERROR. 


— 


IR 


[7 7 
T 272 


AS 
Li 
717—1 
[7 


7 
i 


27 


La 
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"S. 
- ነ 


IT CROUCHED, HEAVING ITS RIBS, 
PISGORGING МИР ANP STONES 
ANP FARMERS’ PESTICIDES..- 
4 N | ٩ 
# 


АМР НЕ REMEMBERED 
ТНЕ ТІМЕ ТНЕУ 
WOULDN’T LET HIM IN 
THE BOYS’ ROOM. 


jaya 


AND НЕ 
BEMEMEERER 
CALLING HIM 

А BABY, 


n 
~ |...ANP DISAPPEARED 
OVER THE HILL- 


COURSE HE WAS 
TOO FAR AWAY. 


--- ONLY 
WHAT THEY 
DESERVEP. 
^+ м ( 
N ) e 
М 
) 


9 


ІМ 


“EXPOSURE”? WHAT PIP 
THAT MEAN, I 
WONDERED. WAS НЕ 
NAKEP? 


MOMENT 
F SILENCE 


I DON'T KNOW WHAT І 
WAS LAUGHING АТ. 


KIDS ARES 
BLITHELY CRUEL. 
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i Т) | 
"m^ 


6 
ze |). | 


HIS VICTIMS TELL OF BEING ў 
D ву BARB- 


7 \ \` 


2 “ጫ፦-- са № 
Sd = BUT ОМ ONE РАХ 
HILL ELEMENTARY 


SCHOOL OR CHINOOK 
JUNIOR HIGH, YOU САМ 
SEE ALARMING 


NUMBERS 
OF CHILDREN WITH 
HAIR THAT 15; 
INEXFLICABLY, 
WAITE. 
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HE STANDS ON A BALCONY, LOOKING 
DOWN UPON A CHORUS OF 10,000 
SINGERS, THEIR HEADS UPTURNED, 


me 


перат 


ANE (ШЕН ВЕЕР 
L 
BUILD RESOLVE, BECOME SOARING SWEETNESS 
OLP, CONTENTIOUS. IMPOSSIBLE TO 
> BEAR! 


а 
THE YOICES IMPOSSIBLY 
CONTROLLED... 


| | /1 | | 
Т 

ШШ Ir / / 

6 | / / 

ON | 


1 
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ENOUGH! HE ORDERS THE GAGS REMOVED! 
WHAT BEAUTY MIGHT ВЕ RELEASED IF THESE 
VOICES ARE FREED OF THEIR CONSTRAINTS? 


ЕО 
NOE S = 


STIRRING, 
THRILLING. 


WHERE A COMPLEXITY ОЕ HARMONY WAS, “STOP!” HE SHOUTS-- BUT HE CANNOT HEAR 

AN INFINITE INTRICACY OF HARD HIS OWN VOICE. AN OCEAN OF AURAL HATE 

SYLLABLES, CRISP CONSONANTS EMERGES, POURS OYER HIM! MUSIC BECOMES PAIN! 
тое YAST TO QUITE GRASF. 


АМР THE SOUND 
INCREASES. THE POWER 
GROW. 


GUSTO BECOMES 
SOMETHING 
ELS 


A SIMPLE GIFT 
FROM THE 
NIGHT; WISPOM 
UNBEAR- HIS HIGHER 
ABLEY ፡ MIND. 
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HARP ENOUGH TO BELIEVE THAT SO MUCH (80-PERCENT? OF 

THE SKELETON REMAINS AFTER OYER 1000 YEARS. THE 

SITE WAS PRONE TO EROSION, AND INDEED THE REMAINS 

WERE DISCOVERED WHEN A CREEK BANK FELL AWAY, 
EXPOSING THE LEFT FEMUR. 


WITH A PORE STRUCTURE INTACT AND 
SEEMINGLY FUNCTIONING. 


MOST INCREPIBLE, THE 
EYES ARE STILL MOIST, 
ROUND BENEATH THE 
1 TESTS TO CUT THE 
SKIN AND PROPUCE 
BLEEDING ARE UNDER 
CONSIPERATION- 


22222222, 


LAB SPOKESMEN LAUGHINGLY PEN? RUMORS OF 


MORE ROMANTIC SOULS HAVE THE EYES OPENING АТ NIGHT, LOOKING FROM 
MUSED ON A DEAL WITH THE PEVIL, SIPE TO SIPE, ANP THE LIPS FORMING SILENT 
ОК ANOTHER SUPERNATURAL WORPS <FOR WITHOUT LUNGS AND A RESONANT 
ENTITY, TO PRESERVE YOUTH'S MOUTH CHAMBER, EVEN A WHISPER 15 
SWEET MASK FOREVER. OSSIBLED. 
SCIENTIFIC MINDS ARE АТ А : > = + ç 

COMPLETE LOSS. 


THE RUMORS SAY THE WORDS SHE FORMS 
ARE "BURN ME” «ІМ СКЕЕК?. 
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Ir 15 COMING: A BEAM ОЕ 

ENERGY FROM_AN APPARATUS 

SWITCHED ON FOR A FRACTION 

OF A SECOND ВУ PARTIES 

UNKNOWN, THOUSANDS OF 
YEARS AGO. 


NOW IT 15 A SEGMENT 
120,000 MILES LONG 
AND FIVE MILES IN 
PIAMETER- 


Ы 


ЇТ 15 МАРЕ UP OF THE SO-CALLED 

"FOUR FORCES" (SOME SAY 

THREE? PHYSICISTS SAY GOVERN 

THE UNIVERSE: GRAVITY, 

ELECTRICITY, WEAK NUCLEAR, 
ANP STRONG NUCLEAR. 


APPITIONALLY, TWO 
OTHER FORCES ARE 
IN ITS MAKEUP. 


EARTH, AT THE RIGHT MOMENT, WILL 
BE DIRECTLY IN ITS PATH. IT WILL 
BE LANCEP LIKE A BOIL 


IT CLEANLY FR: _ 
SENT. > ፳፪ : Ди 
Q ALL MATTER 7 Ё 3 б ARIZONA: 
IN ITS PATH. 88 : / 


TUNGUSKA, 
SIBERIA. 


PERHAPS PEOPLE ON THE EDGE WILL Ч MORE LIKELY THEY WILL HAVE NO COHERENT _ | 

HAYE A MOMENT TO REALIZE THEY THOUGHT AS THEY AND THEIR SURROUNPINGS 

AND THE OBJECTS NEAR THEM IMPLOPE INTO THE PATH OF THE BEAM. 

HAVE BEEN PAINLESSLY SLICED 
АМР DIMINISHEP. 


THE RESULTANT VOLCANO 
E MARS’ 


--. AND “NUCLEAR WINTER” 
LIKE A BIRDS SILHOUETTE 
AGAINST THE SUN. 


ІТ ВЕСАМЕ CLEAR THAT A LIVING 

ORGANISM IN THE MATRIX OF THE FIVE 
PARTICLE-BEAM PROJECTORS EXPLODES 

`.| TO LITERAL ATOMS. THE ATOMS BECOME 

754 MUTUALLY REPULSIVE ATA SIGNIFICANT |. ---. 
FRACTION OF THE SPEED OF LIGHT. 


IT TOOK A WHILE TO UNDERSTAND 1 
WHAT WAS HAPPENING, BUT EVENTUALLY Ес“ Р 
EIL 


THIS 


THE PHYSICAL BASIS 15 GONNA 
FOR THE EFFECT IS о ВЕ А 
MYSTERIOUS. DEAD EVEN STRANGER, |- BIG ONE! 


ORGANISMS AND 
INORGANIC 
MATERIAL ARE 
UNAFFECTEP. 


7УҮС ORGANISMS 
OF SIMILAR SIZE 


ELIMINATE THE 
EFFECT. 


THIS 15 SEEN AS A BLESSINO, IN THAT IT 
HAS FRUSTRATED EFFORTS TO DEVELOP 
THE PROCESS AS A WEAPON. 


| 


AT LAST, AN й 
ECONOMICAL WAY 


. TO BOOST 
COMPUTER ROCKETS OUT OF 
NERATI 
| ATMOSPHERE! 
үсчин, CTHOUGH IT 


DESTROYS THE 
REAR QUARTER 
OF THE CRAFT, 
WHICH 15 
REINFORCED 
CONCRETE). 


QUESTIONING 


ITHAS ALSO RENEWED THE SEARCH 


MORALISTS 
FOR А "LIFE ESSENCE,” A 
CONCEPT LONG AGO PISCARPED Br AR 
SCIENCE: THEY EAT 


MEAT. 
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Л. AWAKEN. THE 


NEWSMAN 15 = й THEN НЕ STOPS 
MM In A 
TENCE. 
ABOUT y | SENTE 


GRIPLOCK IN 
WASHINGTON. 


MOST STRANGE. 
I CAN HEAR HIM 
BREATHING. 


YE, EXCEPT MY E 
Р MOUTH. І TRY TO CALL 
TO MY WIFE. 


ANOS 


NOTHING 
EMERGES. 


V 
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SOMETHING 


OVERHEAP. 


ТНЕМ A 
SICKENING 
SOUNP I 
THOUGHT 
I'D NEVER 
HEAR, EVER. 


THE NEWSMAN‘S STILL 
BREATHING. РАММ IT! 
WHAT 15 HAPPENING? 


A 
EN 


I THINK MAYBE 
РУ 15 


THE NEWSMAN, 


S, THE JET 3 
05 ول‎ : ОМ, ОБ TOPPLE 


OFF BRIPGES.-- 


THE PERSON 
THE FURL GIVES 


IT'S THE ONLY 
EXPLANATION! 


L START 
SEEING 
PICTURES. 


PEOPLE WATCHING ||) 
THE MORNING 
HOW 


THAT PILOT, MAP WITH 
FRUSTRATION THAT A 
TINY CORRECTION 
WOULP STOP THAT 
SIDE SLIPPAGE--- 


N --- BUT UNABLE TO PO 
НОН. IF THEY WERE , Ж; ANYTHING BUT WATCH 
SWALLOWING_WHEN š N THE GROUND COME UP 
IT HIT, THEY'P 2 > NW АМР SLAM HIM. 
ASPHYXIATE- X 


I НЕ THERE WONPERING. Waa wie 
THE WORLP BE LIKE, HOW WIL 

BEHAVIOR ANP ATTITUDES CHANGE. © ОМСЕ 
WE'RE RELEASED FROM THIS? 


THEN 
SOMETHING 

МЕУУ 
HAPPENS. 


COME TO THINK OF IT, І 
HEAR BIRDS CHIRPING! 


MR. MUTT CAN 
MOVE! HE'S 
LICKING ME! 


IF MESS OKAY, MAYBE THE 
OCEANS STILL TEEN, WITH 
GLIPING FISH ANP 

MAMMALS.-- 


OH, MR. MUTT. WHAT'S IN STORE FOR YOU? 
PRINKING FROM THE TOILETS--- 
---ТНЕМ EATING OUR CORPSES? 


І HOPE WE'RE 


---THE FORESTS ANP 
FIELPS EE TAKE 
OVER ROAPS, AND 
SUBORDS, ANE CITIES... 


THE ANIMALS 
WILL INHERIT 
THE EARTH. 


HE'S FRUSTRATED 
THAT_I'M NOT 
MOVING. 


POOR MUTT. 


LOVELOCK НАР SIMPLY SUGGESTED THAT 
CHANGES IN CLIMATE AND POPULATIONS 5 


THE NEW AGERS 2 7 OF SPECIES WERE COMPENSATING T Ч 
THE GAIA МУ SIS MAINTAIN STEADY LEVELS О Е 


ATTRIBUTING Т 


ATMOSPHERIC AND GERANIG CHEMICAL 


HE 
BIOSPHERE WITH SPIRIT CONSTITUENT: 
ANP INTENTION. f 


MAYBE GAIA HAS RECOGNIZEP 
US FOR THE CANCER WE ARE, 
АМР 15 TREATING HERSELF. 


THE CANCER 15 
ELIMINATEP. 


xv x9») (> 
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The coo 
WOOP 

HELD ITS 

SECRETS 
WELL. 


A ЗО ТО А TRAVELLER 
ON THIS КОАР, 
SHUNNED BY LOCALS, 
HT OFA 


UNEXPECTED AND 
STRANGE --- 


5 WAS THE 


---А | 
CHAIN RUNNING 
FROM HER 
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YOU \—! PRAGONS ARE 
FABLES. 


TURN NOT 
THAT WAY! 


22 


A А 7 


7 
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R 
F 


ANP А FABLE HAS 
UR 


QASTED FO 
INE KNIGHTS ..- 


---AND EATEN 
ТНЕМ- 


STILL, AS HE 
ENTERS, THE 


à 
А, 
бы і 


) > У 
) «У W е. 


ме ч) 
я! 
NN 
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| 
(и Рууд | 
1 | 


Я CLOTH 
MAKING HIS 


1 7 
WA W | : 4 ^ | 
И <<< ጋይ ሠ ቃ NN \ 


Í NEEDLESS 
ADVICE. 


SN 


7 


S 


S “22 


I HAVE A LOT OF REASONS 
TO BE ANGRY AT MYSELF. 


COULDN'T 


I'P STOPPED 
THE POLITE 
РОН-НОН' 5“ 
MILES AGO- 


O т TOLD ٨۸ 
THING OR TWO. 


I SAID I'D RESEARCHED 

EXERCISE MACHINES. 

NAUTILUS, NORDIC TRACK, 

SOLOFLEX--YOU KNOW, THE 

STRETCHY ONES? I COULD 

NEYER GET USED TO THEM 1145 JUST 
A SOMETHING 

ABOUT ME; 
JUST SOME ELASTIC 
RESISTANCE. 


اپ 


GUES 
INTERESTING STORY... 


Laeyo aolou dxpo quto auoi bxyo mnstr. Bxny cmbent dinsti 
aoiou dxpo guto auol bxgo. Pxrnxo bzny cmbent dinsti. В» 


17725, 


dinsti pxrnxo. Охро quto avol bxyo mnstr laeyo 


embent dinst pxmxo. موتا‎ 

bany cmbent dinsti. Aoiou مو‎ quio avoi 

Laeyo aoiou dxpo quio avoi bxyo mnstr. Bzny 

eyo aolou dxpo quio auoi bxyo. Pxmxo Балу cmbnet 

aolou dxpo quio auoi. Sinsti рхтхо Балу cmbent Avol bxno 

quio, Dmbent dinsti pxmxo Балу. Ошо avoi bxyo mnstr laeyo 

степи фаз! рктко. Dxpo quio laeyo aoiu dxpo quio auoi bxyo 

yo aolou dxpo quio auoi bxyo mnstr. Bzny laeyo aolo dxpo quio auol 
хро quio auol bxyo mnstr. Вхпу cmbent dinsti pxrnxo. Mnstr laeyo aoiou 
эшо! bxgo. Pxmxo Балу cmbent dinsti. Bxyo mnstr laeyo aoiou dxop quto 


ou dxpo quto. Cmbent dinsti 

SURE, WE STILL HAD TO а. Aolou depo quio avo 
WALK BACK, BUT AT LEAST |(шозра ылу مه‎ 
IT WAS AN EXCUSE TO СИТ |. Ey سه‎ Avi boo 
IT SHORT. Quto ачоі bxyo mnstr laeyo 


Б aoiu dxpo quto auoi bxyo 
laeyo صامد‎ dxpo quto auol 
Laeyo aolou dxpo quio auol bxyo mnstr. Вхлу cmbent dinsti pxmxo. Mnstrlaeyo aolou 
хро guto auoi bxgo. Pxmxo bany cmbent dinsti. Вхуо mnstr laeyo зоюи dxop quio 
эшо, Dinsti pxmxo Балу embent, Avoi bxno mnstr laeyo aoiou dxpo quo. Cmbent dinsti 
хо bany. Ошо avoi bxyo mnstr laeyo aoiou dxpo. Beny cmbent dinsti pxmxo. Dxpo 
[oiou dxpo quio avoi 
(моі bxyo тов. Вап 
AND POWNHILL IS MUCH ቁ А 
FASTER THAN UPHILL. [y cmbent. Ако bxno 
oi bxyo mnstr laeyo 
مون‎ quto ашо! bxyo 
зоюи dxpo quio auol bxyo mnstr. Bxny cmbent dinsti pxmxo. Mnstr laeyo aolou 
to auoi bxgo. Pxmxo bany cmbent dinsti. Вхуо mnstr laeyo aoiou dxop qulo 
pxmxo bany cmbent. Avol bxno mnstr laeyo aciou dxpo quto. Cmbent dinsti 


|Рхтхо bany cmbnet 
Bany laeyo воюи dxpo quto auol bxyo mnstr, Bany laeyo aolo «хро quto auol 


BECAUSE I REALLY 

PUSHED IT GOING 

DOWN THE MOUNTAIN, 
ENJOYING HER 
DISCOMFORT. 


ЖО 


ж 


7 


с Ж 


INN 
Л 


2 


SS 


AT THAT POINT, 
AT LEAST, WE 
WERE EQUALS 


IN THE 
{ CONVERSATION. 
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хдо. Pxmxo Балу cmbent dinsti. Bxyo mn 

insti рхтпхо bany cmbent Avoi bxno mnstr laeyo aoiou dxp 
pxmxo bany. Ошо avoi bxyo mnstr laeyo aoiou dxpo. Bzny embent 
quio avol bxyo mnstr laeyo aolou. Рхпхо bany cmbent dinstl. Aoi 
bxyo mnstr laeyo, Dinst pxmxo стегі. Laeyo aoiou dxpo quio avoi 
cmbent dinsti pxmxo. Mnstr laeyo aoiou хро quto ህር) bxyo. Px 
dinsti. Вхуо mnstr laepo aolou dxpo quio auol. Stnsti рхтхо bany 
mnstr laeyo aoio dxpo quto. Dmbent dinsti pxmxo bany. Ошо د‎ 
ወርህ dxpo. Вапу cmbent dinsti pxmxo. Dxpo quto laeyo aoiu 
mnstr. Вапу laeyo aolou dxpo quio auol bxyo mnstr. Beny laeyo 2080 
Laeyo гоюн dxpo quto ао! bxyo mnstr. Bxny cmbent dinsti рхтхо, Mnstr la 
d»po guto auol bxgo. Pxmxo bany степ! dinsli. Bxyo mnstr laeyo aolou dx 


auol. Dinsti рхтэо Y 
pxmxo bzny. Quto 
quio avoi bxyo m; 
bxyo mnstr laeyo. D| 
cmbent dtnst рхтыў 
диви. Вхуо mnstr 1 


тав. Вапу laeyo а 
Laeyo aoiou dxpo quio auoi bxyo mnstr. Вхпу cmbent dinsti pxrmxo. Mnstr la 
dxpo guto auoi bxgo. Pxmxo Балу cmbent dinst. Bxyo mnstr laeyo aoiou 


AND WITH THE 
SHARP 
SWITCHBACKS, 
THE RAIN..- 


THANK GOP! YOUR 
КЕ FLUTTERING! 
GHT YOU WERE DEAD! 
YOU MOVE? І CAN'T! 
EAN, BELOW MY WAIST. 


772 


SUGGESTED А 
Е--ОМЕ BLINK 
а TWO FOR 


M. ы EEKS ON 
* Газетти THE STUFF IN 


Pxmxo Белу cmbel 
пу embent. Avoi bxn| 
avoi bxyo mnstr laeyo 
በ፪ laeyo aolou. Рхгпхо bany cmbent dinst, Аоюш dxpo quto 
Dinsti pxmxo embent. Laeyo aoiou хро quto avoi bxyo mnstr. 
በእር. Мп laeyo вором dxpo quto ао! bayo. Рхтхо bany 
መእ laeyo aoiou dxpo quto auoi Stnsti pxrnxo bany cmbent 
qulo, Dmbent dinsti pxsnxo bzny Ошо avoi bxyo 
dinsii pxnxo. Dxpo qulo laeyo a 


en | I SUPPOSE 
» I'LL DIE 
: 7 OF THIRST- 


Bxny cmbent 
пу embent dtnsti. Bxyo mnstr 
nt. Avoi bxno mnstrlaeyo aoiou dxp 
уо mnstr aeyo aoiou dxpo. Вапу cmbent 
ayo aolou. Pxmxo Блу cmbent dinsti. Aoiou 
pxmxo embent. Laeyo aoiou dxpo quto avoi 


instr laeyo aciou dxpo 
зоюи dxpo quio auoL 

шо, Dmbent dasi psa] LISTENING. 

፻፪ dinsti рхтхо. موتا‎ 4 


хро quto auoi bxyo гі 
эшо! bxyo mnstr. Bxny embent dinsti paxo 
хтхо Белу cmbent dinsti. Bxyo mnstr laeyo 
bent, Avoi bxno mnstr laeyo aoiou dxpo 
‘mnstr laeyo aoiou dxpo. Beny cmb 
Pxmxo bany cmbent din 
Laeyo aoiou 


N 
3 ¿ 
ро, Beny 159 ats 


mxo bzny cmbent dinsti. Aoi 

4. Laeyo aoiou dxpo quto avoi bx 
liou dxpo quto auoi bxyo. Pxmxo 
luto auoi. Stnsti рхтхо Балу cmbent 

58 pxmxo bany. Ошо avoi bxyo 
хо. Dxpo quto laeyo aoiu dxpo quto 
uoi bxyo mnstr. Bzny laeyo aoio хро. 
Би. Bxny cmbent dinsti pxrnxo. Mnstr la 

bent dinsti. Bxyo mnstr laeyo aoiou 
|bxno mnstr laeyo aoiou dxpo quto. ^ 
byo аоюм dxpo. Bzny cmbent dtn 

mxo biny cmbent dinsti 

jou مل‎ 
se ОН, GOP, 
、 LISTENING! В 
T WHY PIP Z 
HAYE TO GET 
MAD? WHY? 
Tono es, үй PLEASE LET 
ЖЕН е 
Ибат ваўся SOMEONE 
ep rA 23 

а МА 

Mnstr laeyo aolou dxpo quto auol bxyo. 

о aolou «хро quio аш. Stnsti pxrnxo bzny cmbent Амо! bxn 

quio. Dmbent dinsti.pxrnxo bany. Quto avoi bxyo mnstr laeyo 

ent dinsti pxmxo. Dxpo quto laeyo aoiu dxpo quto auoi bx 

м «хро quto auoi bxyo mnstr. Bzny laeyo aoio dxpo quto au. 

auoi bxyo mnstr. Bxny cmbent dtnst pxmxo. Mnstr laeyo 

Рхтхо bzny cmbent dinsti. Bxyo mnstr laeyo aoiou. 


Laeyo aoiou dxpo quio auoi biyo mnstr. Вхпу cmbent dinsti pxrnxo. Mnstr laeyo ماد‎ 
хро guto auoi bxgo. Pxmxo bany cmbent dinsti. Bxyo mnstr laeyo aolou dxop qut 
auol. Dinsti pxmxo Белу cmbent Avoi bxno mnstr laeyo aoiou dxpo quto. Cmbent dins 
mxo bany. Ошо ао! bxyo mnstr laeyo aciou dxpo. Beny cmbent dtnst рхтхо. Dxpd 
quio avoi bxyo mnstr laeyo aoiou. Pxmxo Балу cmbent dinsti. Aoiou dxpo quto ave} 
xyo mnstr laeyo. Dinsti pxmxo cmbent Laeyo aoiou dxpo quto avoi bxyo mnstr. Вал 
ent dinsti pxmxo. Mnstr laeyo aolou dxpo quio auol bxyo. Pxmxo bzny cmbne 
хуо mnstr laeyo aoiou dxpo quto auoi Stnsti pxmxo Белу cmbent Avoi bxnd 

quto. Dmbent dtns pymxo bany. Ошо avoi bxyo 


куо тави. Bxny emben| 
mxo bany cmbent dinsti. B 

cmbent. Avoi bxno mnstr їе 

voi bxyo mnstr laeyo aoiou dxpo. 

በ5 laeyo aoiou. Pxmxo Балу сть 
Dinsti pxmxo cmbent. Laeyo aoiou 

| mxo. Mnstr laeyo aoiou dxpo quto 
laeyo aciou dxpo quio auo. 58501 
хро шо, Dmbent dinsti pxmxo b 
‘embent 41158 рхтхо. Охро quto 

lou dxpo quto auoi bxyo mnstr. 
эшо! bxyo mnstr. Bxny стреп] 


NLIGHTENED VIEW ОР EARTH'S INTERIOR 
E WHEN YUGOSLAVIAN SCIENTIST 


EARTHQUAKES 


OVER THIS 
«еше, А POUGHY ' 


MANTLE- 
40 
MILES 
OR 
LESS 


ROCKY 
EGGSHELL. 


MANTLE 
<PLASTIC> 
ЖЕСЬ WHEN IN THE MIP-ZIST CENTURY 


wA й 
MERYO..-LEVITT ENSUED. 


OUTER 
CORE 
<MOLTEN> 
1300 
MILES 
° 
TRUE, SEISMOGRAPHIC 

THE “MEGALASER” 
PRILLING PROJECT 
OF 2035-39 P CED 


DU 
PUZZLING INFORMATION. 
77189.32 


BUT AN 
"EARTH FETUS” 


INNER 
CORE 
<SOLIP?” 


вво 
MILES 
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FIRST TOGO WAS 

g А COUNTRY WHERE 
REMBRANPT‘S 

HOUSE STILL 
STOOP. 


DR. WHEAT GOT NO 
SATISFACTION FROM 
THIS AFFIRMATION, 


[Jo] 
DESPITE HER SAFE 
HAVEN IN THE 
MARTIAN COLONY. 


BECAUSE AS THEY WATCHED 
THE HUNDRED- COLORED 
CRYSTAL THING_STREAM INTO 


THE LOUYRE, THE MET, 
AND THE PRADO 
VAPORIZED NOT LONG 
АЕТЕК. 


AS PIP TEN BILLION 
PEOPLE, THEIR 
INSIGHTS, KNOWLEDGE, 
PREAMS 


SPACE, THE SURVIVORS KNEW 


WHAT WAS LOST... 


8 
| 
ሕዙ!” м 


M 
SY, 


N Y 
ኢዚ” 4 


1 


ТІЛІП ШІ! 


N A 1 
ше 


ፖፖ M 


‚А 


y E \ 


% ) 


| 
А END 


200 


— e Sa 


0 С 27 


г 

9 

5. 

En 

EN 

Nul E SS 

ge LL l 
5 ` 


201 


2 


г 
Ак 


GALLERY 


| ‚Hl к 4ф | | 1 т 4 ji ۳ 
T 
© yid 


203 


К 


ЕУ. АТ, 
PAM 


22 


FIN 


| SANT 

ll 75 2 Ў 

ይ ESA \ x 
N RIO 


Еу) 


AN ANDA 


tanding in the shadow of celebrity has its ups and down, as Concretes рег- 
5 Sonal assistant, Larry Munro, knows all юо well. But there аге darker 
places than any shadow, as Larry learns the hard way when he is taken hostage 
by a psychotic gunman who forces Larry to be his chauffeur on a road trip des- 


tined to end in disaster...unless Larry can muster the courage to act. 


The return of Paul Chadwick's award-winning Concrete has ushered in a re- 
surgence of interest in the acclaimed series, and Killer Smile is Chadwick's darkest 
Concrete work, a harrowing tale of fear, violence, and madness. Also includes bonus 


Concrete short stories and Chadwicks creepy 100 Horrors series. 


“...edge-of-your-seat suspense, full of unpredictable twists and turns.” 


一 Frank Miller 


